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LOCAL AREA GUIDE 

Kaukapakapa 
Rural village living on Auckland’s north -western fringe 

Kaukapakapa is a small rural village on State Highway 16 / Kaipara Coast Highway, between Helensville and Wellsford. It 
combines a strong country-community feel with reasonable access to Helensville, the Hibiscus Coast and the wider Auckland 

region. 

Village and community 

The village centre continues to evolve while retaining its rural 
character.  

Shed 16, the restored former Kaukapakapa Hotel, has again 

become a local meeting place for food, drinks, functions and 
entertainment. The village centre also provides fuel, 
convenience retail and a range of everyday local services, 

with a wider choice available in nearby Helensville. 

At a glance 
• On State Highway 16 / Kaipara Coast Highway 

• Local primary school: Years 1–8 

• Kaipara College nearby in Helensville 

• AT bus route 128 via Kaukapakapa 

• Nearby waterfalls, golf, pony club and Kaipara Harbour 

The Kaukapakapa Sports and Bowls Club is a local social hub as well as a sporting venue, with activities including bowls, 
darts and pool and a variety of community events. 

The Kaukapakapa Hall is another well-used community venue, hosting workshops, weddings, meetings and other local 

gatherings. 

 

Kaukapakapa village 

 

Makarau Bridge, north of Kaukapakapa 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.shed16.com/
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LIVING LOCALLY 

Schools, transport and things to do 

Schooling 
Kaukapakapa School is the local state primary school, 

catering for Years 1–8 and typically around 250–300 
students. Its annual Ag Day remains part of the school and 
wider community calendar. 

Kaipara College in Helensville is the nearest state secondary 

school. Families may also consider other early-learning and 
schooling options in Helensville, Waitoki, Wainui, Silverdale 

and Orewa, subject to enrolment zones and individual 
circumstances. 

Getting around 
State Highway 16 is the main road link through the village. 

Auckland Transport route 128 connects Kaukapakapa with 
Helensville and Hibiscus Coast Station via Waitoki, providing 
a useful public-transport connection to the wider network. 

Approximate road distances: Helensville 11 km; Silverdale 

motorway 18 km; Orewa about 22 km; Albany about 30 km; 
Auckland Harbour Bridge about 42 km. Travel times vary with 

route and traffic. 

 

Omeru Scenic Reserve 

 

Gibbs Farm, Kaipara Harbour 

Outdoors, sport & local attractions 
Kaukapakapa and the surrounding district offer plenty of opportunities for sport, recreation and simply enjoying the outdoors. 
Local facilities include Sinclair Park, home of the Kaukapakapa Cowboys rugby club, the Kaukapakapa Pony Club and the 

Kaukapakapa Sports and Bowls Club. Nearby is the Helensville District Golf Club and in Helensville itself is the 
Helensville Rugby Club and Helensville Tennis Club. 

The Kaipara Harbour is a major part of the area’s recreational appeal, with excellent fishing and boating opportunities. The 

Mangakura Boat Club and ramp, approximately 26 km / 20 minutes away, provides launching for larger boats, while closer 
ramps are available at Jordan Road and beside Makarau Bridge on SH16. 

There are also numerous nearby places for walking and exploring. Omeru Scenic Reserve, around 8 km / 6 minutes away, 
has short bush walks, picnic areas, a historic pā site and waterfalls including Omeru and Waitangi Falls. Kaipara Coast 

Sculpture Gardens is approximately 4 km / 3 minutes away, Cue Haven around 16 km / 13 minutes, the walking trail at 
Mataia Homestead approximately 17 km / 14 minutes, and the Mount Auckland / Atuanui Walkway around 22 km / 17 

minutes away. Charges or bookings may apply at some locations. 

Further north on the Kaipara Harbour, Gibbs Farm is internationally known for its collection of large-scale outdoor sculpture. 
Visits are limited and generally available by appointment or through scheduled events. 

 

A practical note about rural living 

Services can vary from property to property. Water supply, wastewater systems, broadband, road access, school transport 
and other infrastructure should always be checked for the specific property. Crow Realty’s Lifestyle Living Basics guide 
provides a useful starting point for buyers considering rural or lifestyle property. 

 

Useful links 
• Kaukapakapa School • Kaipara College • Auckland Transport 

• Shed 16 • Gibbs Farm  

 

Information checked October 2026. Local services, opening hours, transport timetables, school enrolment arrangements and travel conditions can 

change; please verify current details before relying on them. 

https://www.kaukapakapa.school.nz/
https://www.kaipara.school.nz/
https://at.govt.nz/
https://www.shed16.com/
https://gibbsfarm.org.nz/

